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From the Days End Farm Website

Horse Success Story:
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Chino arrived at Days End Farm Horse Rescue in late 2009…a chestnut paint quarter horse reduced to nothing more than skin stretched over a skeleton. This beautiful gelding arrived 300+ pounds underweight, dehydrated, with severely overgrown teeth, parasitic infestation, overgrown hoofs and itchy, painful rain rot. 

Chino’s posture said it all…a dull flat expression with no interest in his new surroundings. He stepped off the trailer grinding his teeth, foaming and salivating at the mouth. An emergency vet visit revealed horribly long, sharp teeth that were immediately filed down, but not before the inside of his cheeks had been cut rubbed raw. 

Chino was not interested in munching hay or drinking water and less than 48 hours after arrival, he was rushed to an equine hospital for intensive, 24-hour treatment of a potentially fatal gut impaction. Chino fought to live and after five critical days, he returned to Days End. 

Eventually, this gorgeous boy blossomed and found his forever home with an amazing woman who already owns eight Days End horses. Thanks in no small part to a generous grant from the Brennan Equine Welfare Fund, Chino’s life today is full of love and affection, in the safe hands he has always deserved. 

Read on….

Chino's Amazing Story 
A Champion in the Making

Chino arrived from Caroline county in March of 2009 with a body condition of 1.5 out 9 on the Henneke scoring chart. He was in pain when he got off the trailer and wouldn't stop grinding his teeth. DEFHR staff started treating him for colic but ultimately sent him to the emergency clinic for intensive care. 

Chino returned to DEFHR and became stable but went through a long rehabilitation process before he became available for adoption. His personality was great and DEFHR staff knew this guy was going to be something special. 

After all he went through, Chino’s first success was his own will to survive along with thanks to DEFHR for caring enough to give him that second chance. 

Chino's Second Chance

Our 14 year old daughter asked to adopt a rescue as her forever horse. Having tremendous success with two prior rescue horses from DEFHR, Butterball and Diego, she was positive that she didn’t want to look anywhere else but to Days End. It didn’t matter to her that it would take extra training, patience and time as well as stepping back from the level of competition that she had accomplished with Diego, knowing she would have to start over once again. 

She only knew that the reward was greater and more important than getting a horse that was “ready to go.” Her purpose was knowing she could give back to a life that was once discarded and her determination and incentive was that of joy, knowing she would be the one to bring back a new beginning to a life that was once so near to its end, to now be respected and loved…a gift that would be with her for a lifetime. 

There we were, at the Spring Festival 2009, searching for our new horse. What we didn’t realize at the time, Chino would end up choosing us. 
When we were first introduced to him, we were unsure, because typically he would be seen more for western discipline, but his movements were that of pure amazement, absolutely beautiful (thank you Tina for your encouragement and eye for talent)! It was an instant connection…Emily and Chino were meant to be. 


Chino’s Homecoming – Safe Haven Farm on September 20, 2009
What a memorable day for our family and Safe Haven Farm. Chino’s adoption was kept a surprise…pictures tell the story of happiness and instant love! It didn’t take long either for Chino and Emily to build a strong bond. Whenever Emily goes out of his sight, he searches for her with eyes and ears and seems to “smile” the moment she reappears or hears her voice. 

Their journey of success has just begun… 
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1st Outing – Scott Purdham Advanced Horsmanship – Level 1 Clinic
We thought it would be great to take Chino to a clinic with Scott so we could gain better knowledge and respect of horsemanship, handling and overcoming those “scary” obstacles. We soon discovered that Chino is simply a dream when it comes to being level-headed. He is extremely patient and willing in everything he does…our noble gentleman! 
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1st Dressage Show with PVDA Spring 2010 – Intro Level
Chino’s first dressage show was a huge success…scoring in the mid-sixties for his first time ever in a dressage ring! We couldn’t be any prouder of our Chino and the hard work of Emily to get him this far so soon! 

Taking a third and fourth place for the day…. 
(Who would have ever thought the horse shown in that “before” picture would be in a Dressage ring within a year from the day that picture was taken… talent is within many of the horses that find their way to a rescue…) 

Chino’s show name is Nekyia – a name that was given to us from someone very special and a connection to a loved one who now watches over us 

Eventing Shows – Horse Trials (Dressage, Cross-Country, Stadium Jumping) 
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Chino has been on the move since his arrival to Safe Haven Farm! With the assistance of our much-loved trainer, Tina Snyder and the hard work and dedication of Emily, she has been able to move up a level in her competition and training after just a few short months. Chino has been introduced to many different environments. It goes to show you that YES, there are hidden talents in rescues that with patience and professional guidance can be brought to the surface…by being consistent, you can overcome any obstacle that comes your way. 

Since September 2009, Chino has done the following:
· Scott Purdum Clinic – 1st Level Obstacle Training

· PVDA Dressage Shows– Intro Level A & B, Training Levels 1 & 2 – Scoring in the high 50’s to mid   60’s 

· Iron Bridge Horse Trials (Dressage, Stadium Jumping 2’3”, Cross Country Course) – 1st Show, 2nd Place

· Olde Hope Farms Horse Trails – great dressage score, but still overcoming some challenging jumps, but is was a great day and experience for Chino

· Full Moon Farm – 1st canter dressage test and another great experience for Chino

· Fair Hill International Horse Trials – 4th Place (with each new experience, confidence continues to [image: image9.jpg]


develop between horse and rider … what a fun day) 

In mid-August, we headed back to Olde Hope Farms for our annual Evening Shade Event. We competed on a Friday evening, stayed overnight at the facility, schooled the cross-country field and took the horses for a swim the next morning. This was one of Emily’s favorite shows where she continued to create confidence and trust while having a great time with her new friend and pal. See below photos of Chi and Em having a fun time swimming in the Chesapeake…enjoying being the horse he was meant to be! 
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Our family has been fortunate to have had, three wonderful rescue horses in our lives. Although Emily has sadly outgrown her two favorite ponies, we are blessed to still have them in our lives and living and being loved at Safe Haven Farm…they are now bringing joy and delight to new little girls and boys learning their, posting, trotting, cantering and those dreaded diagonals…enjoying and learning to respect the life of a horse the way it is intended to be. 
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As a parent, what Chino, Diego and Butterball have given to our daughter can not be expressed by words or measured in value or worth. They have shared important lessons in life that are sometimes difficult, lessons of total commitment to another life that sometimes means having to make choices and decisions that surround a constant responsibility, hard work and dedication, but the return has more value and meaning, it is a joy and sense of pride that is so genuine it cannot be compared to anything else in this world! 
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Chino has proven to be the horse that you think you can only wish for, he was a wonderful discovery, found in a place where most people don’t think of ever looking, he is a dream come true…I don’t believe we could have found a more perfect, loving and talented horse anywhere else.Emily and Chino enjoy most their time together just hanging out, training and trail riding. She is looking forward to many years of having her Chi by her side, being her best friend … experiencing a love that is a privilege and honor. 

Chino’s success story was only achievable by the dedication from each of you who made it possible for him to have a second chance at life … we are forever grateful. Please continue to support the efforts of DEFHR so that other horses can have their own success story. Spreading the news of how great a rescue horse can be is a mission that will always be present in our lives. 

This story is dedicated to our beloved rescues…Chino, Diego and Butterball and to the persons who helped make it all possible, Tina and Mike, Safe Haven Farm where Chino now resides with his other rescue pals.
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